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any tacit understanding between Hastings and Impey,
that Impey should alter his judicial conduct in con-
sequence of his appointment. I think they both re-
garded the arrangement made as one which, on public
grounds, was highly desirable; but I also think that they
overlooked the surpassing public importance of preserv-
ing the independence of the judges, and of avoiding
anything which could excite a suspicion of it in any
reasonable mind, and this the appointment of Impey to
be judge of the Sudder Diwani Adalat, with a large
salary to be held at the pleasure of the Company, could
hardly fail to do.

The same could not, I think, be said of his acceptance
of the office without the salary. If he had accepted the
office, but refused to accept the salary, unless and until
express sanction to his doing so was received from a
competent authority in England, I think his conduct
would have been free from all reproach, but he was not
prepared to go this length. The facts already given
show that from the first Impey expected the salary, and
that he did actually receive it, though he said from the
first that he would not appropriate it to his own use,
if the English ministers objected. There are also
passages in his letters which show that it was a matter
of very great importance to him. In a letter to Dunning,
written apparently in March, 1*780, he says, " Our salaries
" are in arrear," and " when application is made for
" them the answer is that there is no money in the
" treasury." He adds that his health is 1 precarious,

1 "I am once or twice a year subject to violent attacks of cholera
" morbus, here called the mart do chien, and to other disorders.'* This
is an early instance of the mention of cholera, though Impey can hardly
have had " violent attacks" of the disease which we know by that name
once or twice a year for five years unless he was marvellously tough.